PREPARING  THE   GROUND  FOR  THE   RICE  PLANTS  WHICH  PROVIDE  THE   CHIEF  FOOD   OF  MOST  MALAGASIES
Rice is the most important crop of the central highlands and eastern     narrow, long-handled spades, and oxen are used to tread out the mud
Madagascar    Near the coast it is easy to grow, but elsewhere it is     preparatory to transplanting.    The rice is threshed by being beaten in
planted in terraces cut in the hollows of the hills to which water is con-     bundles laid over stones set upright on the threshing-floor, and stored in
ducted often from long distances.    The ground is dug up by means of     rice-pits.  The women pound the husks from the grain in wooden mortars.